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/ | EZEKIEL'S POETRY : A GENERAL ESTIMATE
THEMES AND TECHNIQUE IN EZEKIELS POETRY
L - OR
ACHIEVEMENT OF EZEKIEL AS A POET
4 in the Indian Engli;l;

have appear

Mzukbl,m of the most notable poct
tradition, hugrnw:iwd sixcollections of verse. His poems 3 «
in several jours represented in many al'ltl'l(llé}jglcﬁi. I::i LI:
the most versatile 2:5! in the country, He cxperiments endlessly
;3:: and craft. In his best pnﬂry?:)rm and craft and defily fused

the outstanding characteristic of Ezckiel’s poetry.

together. Versatility is
| i 1 of the city, Bombay, a poct of the body;

Linda Hesse says : !
and an endless explarer of the labyrinths of the mind, the devious delving
, and the ceaseless attempt of man and poet to

and twisting of the ¢,
definc himself and 1o find through all ‘the myth and maze a way of honesty
and love". What distinguishes his poetry is the gote of mformality and
rankness, the authenticity of expression and flawless craftsmanship.
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‘Barbaric city, sick with slums, LBt
Deprived of seasons, blessed with rains. | - s
ltiLwl:eu, iron lunged, !
Processions v frantic drums,

A million purgatorial lanes,

And child- like masses many- tongued,

Whose wages are in words and crumbs.

Such a city has a baneful influence on the poet. The trees look like ghogy
' and losc their personal identity : “The more_he stored the less by
l
|
|

ible or just marked his time while half hiy
_life is over.” thought is put in the following lines :
The middle of his journcy nears.
Ts he among the men of straw
Who lhha%y go which way they pleasc 7
The city reduces human personality to a zero, The idea o allindividuals
getting suffocated in a narrow space is expressed throuph a fine image.

‘:%ﬁsgmmaill_w%?hc pain of his fragoicoted View™. In
¢ orning Walk", Ezekicl clearly reveals the diflc - rices bétweda
dream and reality, and the wide gull between what he « 115 and what T

. Bul he cannol get away from it. Hence, this stilie d atmosphers
‘reafes confusion in his own sub-conscious :

The garden on the hill is cool,

Tts hedges cut to look like birds

Or mythic beasts are still asleep,

His past is like a muddy pool

‘From which he cannot hope for words

The city makes, where fame is cheap,

And be belongs, an active fool.

1t is characteristic of Ezekiel that he finds most Bombaywallas rootless.
That busy man, i  tormall

¥ man, trains, belongs only to the city's vulgar turmoil.
he seems 1o the poet like “an active fool”.

Wﬂ-ﬂlma': They look like “petals on a wet, blach
yugh'’, This state of mind leads to an introspective questioning attitudq/
he done so

i
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ality 1s

The city like a
He dreams of
And floating on a wav
But still his mind its
Away from beach”
To kindred 0

The city dweller in this poem is cl
worn-otit tracks of custom and habit. H
distance “from the hills which :
life is dry, and the winds lic dead in hi
of the creative breath which has the powe:
no place for the sun and the rain inhis el
light or warmth, as well as the fertil

What hope does Ezekicl envisage for man,
ramparts of urban disillusion ? ........prayer, ob
“prayer and poctry, poetry and prayer™ :
God grant me privacy
God grant me certanty
In kinship with the sky.
Air, carth, fire, sed......
And the fresh, inward eye.

K. R. S. Iyengar says, “"The recur
rban

ubjectin
Indian Sensib /1

Indiahness. His com (miént to India and to Bomb:
home, is total. In hiz {umous poem “Background
reveals his commitment to and attachment with India :
The Indian Inndscape sears my €yes,
I have become a part of it
To be obscrved by foreigners
They say that I am singular,
Their letters overstate the case,
I have made my commitments now
This is one : to stay where I am,
As others choose 1o give themselves
In some remote and Ead:ward place
__ Mybackward place is where T am. K
Ezekiel says that the major themes of his poetry are
integration, the Indian contemporary scenc, 1 b

Ezekicl, as we have already 55 ]
. N. Daruwalla remarks : “He seeks his
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You won't believe I have cleven grandchildren,
How many issues you have ? Three ?
That is good. These are days of family planning. .

I am not against. We have (o change
g‘hole !:orlc[ is changing, In India also
‘e are keeping up. Our progress is pr
Old valucs arc going, new vilues are coging, =
Everything is happening with leaps and bounds.
Ezekiel, ﬂmg, sticceeds in creating the authentic atmosphere of the place
by :hs:gecnhu flavour of language. 1n this case, his use of Indian English
used by the lower middle ¢l is eminently ful

The acceptance of the Indian reality is an important characteristic
of Ezekiel's poetry. He is not critical of the Indian scene like Nirad C.
Chaudhuri. His poetry portrays the social aspect of India with a
humanistic strain.

Love and Sex: Love and sex occupy a conspicuous place in Ezekicl’s

. “The themes of departure and voyage, both spiritual and physical,
the one complimenting the other, and his rodent-like explorations of the
various aspects of fove— ", writes K. N. Daruwalla, “the celebration of
flesh, breakdown of married love, the transmutation of sex to bl
are recurring motifs in Ezekicl's poetry.”

Ezekiel has dealt with love and sex in all its variety— expression,
meeting, indulgence, mating, fulliiment, consummation, fear, possessive-
ness, passion, surrender, misgiving, wailing, separation, wistfulness,

ing, praise, offering, thrill, joy, excitement and impatience. Ezekiel
15 a poet of the body, an endless explorer into the labyrinths of the flesh
and desire. He has a strong pocetic talent for delineating picturesquely
the feminine physical features in a number of ways :

I will begin —but how should 1 begin ?

with hair, your hair,

remembered hair.

touched, smelt, lying silent there 3
upon your head, beneath your arms,

| times,
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i [acts, — the mating and the nest—
Primeval root of all th% rest.
Ezekiel suggests through the images of sparrow a
of marital relationship and the significance of home,
felicity. Tn “A Time to Change™ he yrarns.
To own a singing voice and a talking voice,
A bit of land, a woman and a child or twa,
Accommodated to their needs and changing moods
. And patieatly to build a life with these.
Family and Human Relationship = Ezckiel is a poel ¢
ituations and o human relationships. He
‘composed some very fine poems out of common and ordinary characte:
‘and situstions. Ezckicl bas centrcd his attention most on fami
2! relationship— the interaction between the poet and his immedial

1 fan and then LI
.m_qu, en 1 face

nd nest the importanc
the centre of re:

family—wife, children and parents. All these three categories fint
adequate place in his confessional poetry. No Indian English poct 1o
‘written so copiously and so micely on family relationship as E !
Family life is the source from which one derives warm humanis

ion for all, Ezckiel has written dispassionately about the bruis,
and b  hurt and healing, rewards and pains of family life. His fami
pocms are pervaded with gentle humour, wit and irony.

Marriage, the most caduring of all buman relationships finds
prominent place In-lhla poeiry. In “Marriage" he deseribes the two ma
:;Fu of marital life. In the first stage the newly married lovers fe

asy

Lovers, when they marry, face 1
Eternity with touching grace,
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